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From the President

Last year marked 50 years since the Bible
Garden was created by Gerald Hercules
Robinson. How fortunate we are that he
undertook such a I’xuge Project & has left us with
awonderful legacg. The gardcn has evolved over
these years with Beatrice & the Familg talcing
over the care of the garden after his death &
eventua”g hancling it over to Pittwater Council in
the care of the Friends.
To mark this 50 year milestone the Friends
urchased two new teak benches & had P!aques
made for them, theg sit either side of the table
on the lower terrace. We have also Plantecl a
Mulberrg Tree in the garden beside the Evergreen
Oak.

When you visit the garden you will notice new
sandstone stePPing stones leadi ng down to the
Paved area bg the Pond. This s!oPe was becoming
worn & quitc SIiPPCrH' Russell Phi”ip and Charlie
Mort did a wonclcnculjob. The first step is a block
of sandstone Charlie sourced from st Ste[:)hens
Uniting Churchin Macquarie Street. It was hand-
cut bg convicts & dates from 18%5.

This summer has been hot & clrg which has

rea”g tested the garclen. Thanks to our team of
rostered Friends kecping the water up & the clriP
irrigation which is now on all levels, the garclen has
flourished.

The large African Olive below the garclen on the
right was removed bg council duringthe year.
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Permission was kinc”g given 139 the Playousts

and it has gjven us a more cxpansive view of Palm
Beach.

The donation box at the top of the steps
continues to be a source of revenue for
maintaining the garclen, Peop]e are very generous.
The Visitors Book continues to be a b[essing &a
curse. We love reac]ing that

our visitors come from all four corners

of the world & write such Positivc

comments & obvious]g enjog their visits. Then we
have those who deface the

pages with inaPProPriate comments & clrawings,
despite us Providing paper for these activities.
The Paricing signs on the fence beside the car
Park seem to be quite effective & deterred ]ong
term Parkers this summer.

We have had fewer wc&dings this year as we have
requested council to on]g book one wedding
aweekend. The majoritg are in the summer

months WhCl’l our long SU‘F‘FCFiI’lg ﬂCigh]DOUFS are

in residence & the traffic, People,music & noise,
often on two consecutive dags, was a little too
much to bear.

During the recent storm we lost one of our
acacias, it fell across the lawn between the shed
& the olive tree without damaging any Plants‘ Our
neigl'lbour across the road, Simon May rang to tell
us & kinc“g offered to bring his chainsaw down

& cut it up for us. With help from Stuart SPring,
Trevor Holman & a young man visiting the garden
it was stacked on the Parking apron & evcntua|19
removed bg the council. We have decided not to
rePlace it as the other one is strong & heal’chy.
APart from lots of leaves & Pine needles blowing
about we did not suffer any other clamage‘

The committee voted to bug a batterg blower. It’s
beena great success and has made clcaning up
much quicker & more emcﬁcient, we oPte& for the

quietest model.

I would like to thank all the People who work so hard to make the garden look its best. The hard working

committee, rostered Friends each week & the Friends who come & work at our cluarterlg working bees.
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2017 Memberships are due for renewal -
Forms are attached.

You are invited to attend the
Friends of the Bible Garden

Annual General

Meeting
to be held in the Bible Garden
on Saturday 13th May 2107

About the Bible Garden
The Bible Garden is located at 6 A Mitchell Road, Palm Beach NSW Australia.
The Bible Garden is open to the public every day from sunrise to sunset. It is cared for by

volunteer members of Friends of the Bible Garden Memorial Inc.
For information contact Susie Holman Tel: 0416 268 337 email susieah@me.com
www.palmbeachbiblegarden.org
PO Box 55 Palm Beach NSW 2108 Australia




